[Morphological characteristics and pattern of hepatitis B antigen expression in liver tissue in acute and chronic forms of hepatitis (author's transl)].
Immunofluorescent and electron microscopic methods allow the localization of hepatitis virus B-components at the cytologic and histologic level. The acute and chronic forms of viral hepatitis are re-evaluated in the light of these new findings. In HB-Ag-positive hepatitis four types of correlation between the expression pattern of HG-Ag components and different forms of hepatitis are recognized which are of diagnostic and prognostic relevance (elimination type, immunosuppression type, aggression type, and carrier type). The correlation between antigen expression, persistence of infection and type of inflammation seems to reflect the specific immune state towards the hepatitis B virus.